
 
 

NEWSLETTER  
October - December, 2020 

 
FROM THE SUPERVISOR Tom Hooker 

It has been a very difficult year for our citizens, businesses 
and families. I’m sure we will all be glad to see this year in the 
rearview mirror. Our staff remains available to meet your 
needs here at the township.  Below are some things you 
might want to be aware of: 

• A free dump pass for Kent County landfill is available at 
the office front desk good for the month of October. 

• Our Recreation Center will sponsor Trunk or Treat in 
October. 

• The Township will have dumpsters in the Bi-Centennial 
Park parking lot for leaves and brush cut in small bunches 
from November 2 to November 28 for use by residents. 
Empty your bags into the dumpster! 

• Our Kent District Library is open and also still doing 
curbside pick-up. 

• Our Recreation Center is open for working out and some 
classes. Check with them for details or call 878-1998. 

• Parks will be open but bathrooms will close before frost 
sets in. They are open from dawn to dusk. 

• Check with the Byron Township Fire Department. at 878-
9174 for burn permits. 

• Support our local businesses – shop, buy and eat nearby. 
• Watch our website byrontownship.org for additional 

updates and information. 
• Our 100th Street Bridge will be finished before the end of 

October. 
• Absentee ballots started going out September 24. Don’t 

forget to vote by November 3. 

It has been my pleasure serving our great Township as 
Supervisor these four years and six as Representative. I’ll 
continue to serve on the Board. Thank you for allowing me to 
serve Byron Township. 

FROM THE CLERK Peggy Sattler 

Our last election of 2020 is upon us and we will end it with a 
BANG! If you need an Absentee Ballot, please request it ASAP 
to allow you to review it, complete it and return it by 8:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, November 3. If you have not registered to 
vote or need to change your address, come into our office or 
register online at https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us  ASAP so you 
won’t have to wait in a line on Election Day. Polls will open at 
7:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m. on November 3, 2020. If you 
have questions, please email us at 
elections@byrontownship.org or call 878-9104. Remember 
EVERY VOTE COUNTS! 

FROM THE TREASURER Jacki Reed 

Winter Taxes: Your winter 2020 tax statements will be mailed 
on December 1.  Due to the due date of February 14, 2021, 
falling on a weekend, taxes are due on Monday, February 15, 
2021, by 5:00 p.m. All 2020 tax payments are accepted at the 
township until March 1, 2021. Late fees do apply to balances 
due. All summer and winter unpaid taxes are sent to Kent 
County for collection on March 2, 2021. 

Dog licenses are required if you live in Kent County and are 
available at the Treasurer’s Office. Dog licenses are sold 
throughout the year and must be purchased in the rabies 
vaccination month. One or three-year licenses are available 
depending on rabies vaccination year.  Proof of current rabies 
vaccination and spay/neuter records are required. 

Notary services are offered for Byron Township residents at 
the township office at no charge. 

I will be retiring in November, 2020. It has been a privilege to 
serve the Byron Township residents for 17 years as deputy 
and treasurer. Byron Township has the best residents and I 
will miss not greeting you at the counter! Robin Haaksma, a 
lifelong resident of Byron Center, is the new treasurer. Her 
past experience and knowledge will be a great asset to the 
township! Please warmly welcome her when you call or stop 
in. 

As always, if you have any questions, please call or stop by 
and we will be happy to help.  Have a wonderful Thanksgiving 
and Christmas season!  

FROM THE WATER AND SEWER DEPARTMENT 
Marc Faber 

Irrigation Meters:  The yard irrigation season is coming to an 
end soon.  Just a housekeeping reminder to turn your 
irrigation water off and winterize your system.  Also, a note of 
“thanks” for everyone who cooperated so well during the 
irrigation ban in August.  Our township made a difference! 

Non-shut off protocol during the COVID-19 outbreak: Byron 
Township will not be shutting off water due to non-payment 
during these times; however, we do expect our patrons to 
pay their water bills.  As we negotiate through these tough 
financial times, the Township will continue sending notices of 
delinquency. Once we emerge from this COVID-19 event, the 
standard protocol of notification and future shutoffs will 
occur.  Lastly and most importantly, the complete failure to 
pay the utility bill will resulting in the balance being placed on 
the Property Tax bill and considered a lien on the property. 

https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/
mailto:elections@byrontownship.org


FROM THE ASSESSOR Tim Baker 
We are now winding down from the real estate season. Let’s 
look at some of the market data from our database and MLS 
statistical information. 

 

This metric demonstrates that Byron Township has a strong 
demand if you price your home correctly. We can also see an 
increase in values of over 8%. 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Department of Economics 
states “We forecast personal income in Michigan to return to 
its pre-pandemic level by the end of 2021 and to finish our 
forecast period at the end of 2022 a bit more than 5 percent 
higher than its pre-pandemic level.” 

What is the Assessed Value? Assessed Value is a property 
value estimated by the assessor as of Tax Day. For 2021, Tax 
Day is December 31, 2020. That property value is subject to 
appeal at the March Board of Review. 

What is State Equalized Value? After all appeals are heard, 
the March Board of Review confirms the assessment roll. 
That roll is then subject to review by the county and state. 
Following those reviews, State Equalized Value (SEV) is set.  
SEV is then considered to be 50% of Market Value or True 
Cash Value as determined on Tax Day. 

What is Taxable Value? Taxable Value (TV) is the lesser of 
Assessed Value and Capped Value. In the year following a 
transfer of ownership (sale, gift, inheritance, etc.) the Taxable 
Value will be equal to the Assessed Value.  In Michigan, taxes 
are based on Taxable Value, not State Equalized Value. 
Taxable Value can never be higher than the Assessed Value. 

Board of Review meeting:  December 15, 2020 

We continue to encourage residents and taxpayers to submit 
Property Transfer Affidavits and/or Principal Residence 
Exemption Affidavits to the assessing department by mail or 
email (assessor@byrontownship.org). 

You can find most of our forms on our website (the following 
link is the direct website address for the forms): 
https://www.byrontownship.org/government/township_dep
artments/assessor/forms.php. 

If you need to speak to the assessing department, please 
contact us at 616-878-6033. 

FROM THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT  
Randy Zomerlei 

Now that fall is upon us and winter is right around the corner, 
it also means that it is time to prepare your home for those 

cooler temperatures. We want to pass along a few reminders 
to help you get your home ready.  

• Check for drafts. Take a walk around your home (both 
inside and outside) to see if you have any openings or 
feel any type of draft coming in.  For any drafts you find, 
you will want to replace the seal and repair caulking 
around the window or doorframe. You can also consider 
household draperies, which will also help cut down on 
those higher utility bills throughout the winter. 

• Prepare your furnace. It is a good idea to stock up on 
extra air filters and change them every few months. If 
your furnace is older, you may want to have an HVAC 
professional come in to test for leaks and heating 
efficiency. You can also have them do a carbon monoxide 
test to check the air purity in your home. 

• Consider investing in a programable thermostat. You will 
be able to program it to a lower temperature at night or 
when you are not home; this can lead to a considerable 
cost savings. If you already have one, check the 
temperature settings and make sure it is working 
correctly.  

• Inspecting your roof should be done to ensure there are 
no missing, damaged or loose shingles. You will also want 
to remove any leaves and/or debris from the roof itself 
and your gutters. Check for leaks as well; it is much 
easier to repair before the winter hits than during a snow 
or ice storm. 

Preparing your home for those frigid temps will help you keep 
your family warm and safe through our Michigan winter 
months. The Building and Inspection Department want to 
wish you a happy and safe Fall and Winter 2020!  
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
October: 
12 Township Board 5:30 pm 
19 Planning Commission 7:00 pm 
26 Township Board 5:30 pm 
28 Zoning Board of Appeals cancelled 
 
November: 
  2 Leaf & Yard Waste Dumpsters  begins 
  3 ELECTION DAY                           7:00am to 8:00pm 
  9 Township Board 5:30 pm 
16 Planning Commission 7:00 pm 
23 Township Board 5:30 pm 
25 Zoning Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
28 Leaf & Yard Waste Dumpsters  last day 
 
December: 
14 Township Board 5:30 pm 
21 Planning Commission 7:00 pm 
23 Zoning Board of Appeals 5:30 pm 
28 Township Board 5:30 pm 
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